
 
 
For the 2024-25 school year, Glenview Education Foundation 
proudly donated over $86,000 to District 34. Below is a summary 
of the funded grants:   
 
 
 

Inclusive PE Equipment for ALL 
Specialized Physical Education equipment helps all students, including those with special needs, 
participate more fully in physical education activities. This adaptive equipment, including softer 
volleyballs and modified game tools, will be used across various sports units like badminton, soccer, 
and team building activities to ensure each of the 1,523 middle school students can safely participate 
and build confidence in PE class. The equipment will benefit students for years to come while 
promoting inclusion, improved motor skills, and a positive learning environment for all ability levels. 
 
Hoffman Buddy Bench 
Bringing a buddy bench to the playground creates a special place where students can sit when they 
need someone to talk to, play with, get to know, or help with a problem. Students will be trained to take 
turns being available to welcome and support any classmate needing connection during lunch and 
recess. This program aims to reduce loneliness and build friendships throughout the Hoffman 
community.  
 
Regulation Books 
Emotion regulation themed books were purchased for the LRC and available to checkout for both 
teachers and students.  
 
Being a Better Human: Social-emotional Learning & Executive Functioning Classroom Library​
This grant funded a specialized collection of picture books that teach social-emotional learning and 
executive function skills like organization, self-regulation, and problem-solving, areas where students 
need extra support beyond our current curriculum. These professionally-recommended books will 
benefit approximately 75 students this year across three classrooms, with the potential to help students 
for many years to come as teachers use them for targeted mini-lessons. This pilot project aims to give 
our students essential life skills they can use at school, at home, and in the community, addressing 
developmental needs that have become more apparent since the pandemic. 
 
Exploring and Discovering String Artistry 
Exploring and Discovering String Artistry is a pilot program at the middle schools that brings modern 
music technology into string music programs by adding pickups, amplifiers, and sound pedals that will 
allow students to explore diverse musical styles beyond traditional classical music. This innovative 
program will teach students composition, improvisation, and recording techniques while enabling them 
to "jam" in rock, pop, jazz, and electronic music styles. This prepares them for today's music industry 
and potential broadcasting or music production opportunities at Glenbrook South. Students will gain 
creative "voice and choice" in their musical expression while building skills in music technology, sound 
engineering, and interdisciplinary learning that connects music with science and modern media. 



 
Percussion & Low Brass Expansion Grant 
A grant funded the purchase of some essential instruments including a new tuba, euphonium, and 
percussion equipment to support our rapidly growing band program of 175+ students. Previously, tuba 
and euphonium players had to share instruments, which created challenges during rehearsals and 
special events like GBS Junior High Band Day when students needed their own instruments. These 
high-quality instruments ensure every student has equitable access to their own instrument, improve 
the overall sound and balance of our ensembles, and support our expanding percussion program with 
the advanced equipment needed for more challenging musical literature. 
 
A Class of Cellos 
Four school cellos were purchased so students no longer have to carry these large, heavy instruments 
to and from school daily, a challenge that can be especially difficult for students who bike or walk to 
school. This investment enhances safety, removes financial barriers for families who currently rent 
second instruments for home use, and creates more opportunities for students to practice before/after 
school and participate in additional rehearsals. The school cellos make orchestra more accessible and 
inclusive for all students while improving their musical experience through consistent, reliable access to 
quality instruments. 

Intermediate Schools Broadcasting Studio ​
This grant creates scaled-down broadcast and video recording studios at all intermediate schools, 
complete with cameras, teleprompters, and professional lighting. Students will explore pre-production, 
live broadcasting, and post-production while creating morning announcements. The experience 
develops communication skills, introduces students to media production, and creates cross curricular 
opportunities between Fine Arts and Classroom teachers. 

Reimagined Together: Upcycling Art, Weaving Community 
This two-part art initiative brings students, families, and community members together to create 
collaborative installations using upcycled materials. The first project, “The Fabric of Us,” involves 
weaving donated fabrics into community tapestries for display in the hallway, while the second phase, 
“Repurposed Light,” transforms recyclable materials into luminous mobiles for the LRC skylight 
entrance. Both projects foster creativity, environmental responsibility, and intergenerational learning 
through hands-on Saturday afternoon workshops. 

Native American People Inquiry Project ​
This grant provides resources and experiences for 5th grade students to deeply investigate Native 
American history as part of their social studies curriculum. The project aligns with Illinois's new Native 
American History standards and encourages inquiry-based learning about indigenous peoples who 
lived in America before colonization. Experiential learning will include 2 field trips, one with a docent 
tour of Gichigamiin Indigenous American Museum and another a school program at The Grove. 
Additional experiential learning will include a culture share in each class from a representative of the 
Trickster Cultural Center, and an in-school program called Potawatomi Lifeways. 

Science and STEM Cardboard Maker Tools ​
This grant purchases Chompsaws and accessories to make cardboard construction more efficient, 
safe, and effective for STEM and science projects. The tools will enrich hands-on learning experiences 
in the curriculum. 



Breakout! ​
This grant provides escape room-style puzzle boxes for 5th grade classes to create engaging, 
inquiry-based activities across all subject areas. The interactive format helps students explore learning 
standards through problem-solving and collaboration. This grant will provide review, reinforcement, and 
extension activities within a much-needed engaging format at the end of content units. 

Combination Locks to Practice Opening Middle School Lockers ​
This grant provides three class sets of padlocks to help 5th grade students practice using combination 
locks before transitioning to middle school. The practice opportunity aims to reduce student anxiety 
about one of the most common concerns when starting middle school. 

 
 


