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GEF ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
Glenview Education Foundation's (GEF) Annual Fund Drive has begun and will run through November 15. GEF
is a non-profit fundraising organization consisting of District 34 parents. GEF's Annual Fund Drive enables
funding to be distributed for innovative and high impact pilot programs via educator grants for ALL DISTRICT
SCHOOLS!
Our District has to place much of its funding toward necessary support and improvements for flexible learning
models in the wake of COVID-19, making GEF's grant funding more critical than ever to allow to allow our

schools to remain on the cutting edge of education. GEF needs your financial support in order to add to its list
of successful grant-based initiatives such as:
Maker Modules | 20th Century Learning Spaces | Middle School Student
Entrepreneur Maker Spaces | GEF Recital Night | STEM Family Events

NEW DONOR RECOGNITION LEVELS
Doctorate: $1500 | Masters: $1000 | Bachelor: $750 | Scholar: $500 | Friend: $250
Individuals that donate $250 or more to GEF will receive special recognition in the monthly newsletter
and on our website: www.gef34.org. For additional information, email us at info@gef.org.

A special thank you goes out to
individuals and families who have
already donated to this year's
annual fund drive

GEF GRANT IN ACTION: GEF'S ORIGINAL
INVESTMENT IN OUR SCHOOLS' IPADS

Scholar Level: $500
Brian & Catherine Gray
Simon and Audrey Lee
Julie & David Moon
Scott and Jennifer Nelson
The Niedermaier Family
Michelle and Don Rupprecht
Jenny and Tim Scahill
Megan and Tom Spathis

Friend Level: $250
Garrett and Chris Bowhall
Susie and Mitch Garman
Maria and Scott Gordon
The Poticha Family
Ashish and Ujjaini Shah
Chris and Tammy Stender
Greg and Kathy Sukenik
Jill and Joe Wachter

Little Kids - Big Learning
In the spring of 2011, all three primary schools, Henking, Lyon and
Westbrook, received a GEF grant appropriately titled Little Kids, Big
Learning. The initial $65,000 grant resulted in four Henking second grade
classrooms and four Lyon first grade classrooms receiving individual
iPads for every student in each class. Additionally, with supplemental
funding from the District, four Westbrook kindergarten classrooms also
received 11 iPads each, enabling teachers to incorporate iPad learning
into center time and small group learning.
The germination of this grant idea came from a technology evolution that
had occurred over in District 34 classrooms at the time. The new iPads
were able to integrate seamlessly with much of the other technology
found in District 34 classrooms, such as SMART Boards, SMART
Remote Response systems, laptop computers and iPads – much of
which was also initially funded by the GEF. As the Technology Facilitator
of Lyon in 2011, Ms. Keller, explained, “We started to see that
technology was not an additional piece added to our curriculum, but
rather that it was an element essential to teaching it.”
Big Learning - Bigger Learners
The limited scale roll-out of iPads in the elementary schools was highly
successful. As a result, GEF agreed to partner with the district in
implementing 1:1 iPad learning in four classrooms at each of the
intermediate schools: Hoffman, Pleasant Ridge and Glen Grove,
expanding the program to about 1,200 iPads during the 2012-13 school
year.

GEF EVENT:
VIRTUAL HALLOWEEN
BINGO

By year three, the program expanded to 3,700 iPads. By the end of the
2013-14 school year, the District 34 Board of Education approved full

Thanks to everyone for registering
for our 1st annual virtual
Halloween bingo this Sunday,
October 25th. Unfortunately, we
are at capacity for this event, but
be on the lookout for details on our
next event - Trivia Night on
January 30th, 2021!
A special thanks to Kim Greene
Hiller from the Laughing Academy
for hosting this fun event! For more
information about the Laughing
Academy's improv classes for kids
and daytime learning pods please
visit
www.thelaughingacademy.com

implementation of the "one-to-one" initiative. Apple tablets were
distributed to more than 4,800 students, including even our youngest
learners, kindergartners.
iPads Today - Connection to Learning for All District 34 Students
Who could have predicted that the iPads District 34 students use today
would be such a lifeline to learning in 2020? Without the district’s original
four-year push to implement 1:1 iPad learning and GEF’s initial support,
our students access to a quality education would look a lot differently.
Access to a well maintained, age-appropriate device is a terrific benefit to
District 34 students. The 1:1 iPad grants may very well be GEF’s most
impactful use of funds in its history.
According to a national survey of teachers from early May by the
EdWeek Research Center, only 44 percent of elementary teachers
reported that their schools provided each student with a device. With
COVID-19 restrictions, many families struggle with ensuring all family
members have the online access they need for work and school. Having
each District 34 student equipped with their own school-supplied tablet
undoubtedly lessens the burden on families in our community.
The Glenview Education Foundation is committed to funding innovative
and high impact programs such as these. If you are excited by the latest
technology and early intervention grants and would like to see this type
of funding continue – which is arguably more important than ever in 2020
– please consider donating to the Glenview Education Foundation today.

WHO WE ARE AND
WHAT WE DO
The Glenview Education Foundation,
more commonly known as GEF, is a

Our Annual Fund Drive is going on now through November 15th.
No amount is too small!

non-profit, volunteer-driven
fundraising organization of District 34
parents who believe incremental
private funding is critical for
supporting a high performing public
school district. Since being
established in 2001, GEF has
invested more than $2,000,000 to
fund innovative and high impact pilot
programs across District 34.
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Contact Us
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