
 
 
 
 
For the 2022-23 school year, Glenview Education Foundation proudly 
donated almost $174,000 to District 34. Below is a summary of the 
funded grants:   
 
 

 
18th and 19th Annual GEF Recital Nights 
Provides band, orchestra, and choir students across District 34 the opportunity to prepare and perform 
solo and ensemble pieces for professional clinicians in a masterclass format. In addition to receiving 
tailored feedback, participating students attend live "informances" by professional chamber ensembles 
to build their musicianship and performance confidence. 
 
Augmented Reality Through Merge Cubes 
Expands virtual and augmented reality learning tools across district schools using physical Merge 
Cubes. The cubes interact with educational apps to transform into digital 3D canvases, building 
background knowledge and boosting student engagement in visual learning. 
 
Starlab Planetarium 
Brings Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) space lessons to life for K–8 students across 
District 34. The portable STARLAB Planetarium creates an interactive, 3D intergalactic learning 
experience right inside district classrooms. 
 
Math Facts Fixers 
A daily 5-minute supplemental program piloted across grades 1–8 to build math fact fluency and quick 
recall. By focusing on pattern recognition for fact families, the program reduces math anxiety and 
strengthens foundational skills for higher-level math. 
 
Math Center Family Night 
Engages third-grade families at Henking through collaborative math center games focused on 
multiplication and division. Caregivers learn along with their students and receive take-home materials 
to continue reinforcing math skills together at home. 
 
Instruments for Equitable Opportunities 
Provides new musical instruments to Springman Middle School, ensuring equitable access and 
performance opportunities for instrumental music students. 
 
Attea Zen Den & Classroom Calm Corners at Pleasant Ridge and Henking 
Establishes dedicated calming spaces—including the Attea Zen Den and classroom "Calm Corners" 
equipped with sensory and regulation tools. These environments empower students to independently 
apply coping strategies, self-regulate, and return to learning feeling calm and focused. 
 

 



Zones of Regulation 
Introduces the Zones of Regulation framework and sensory materials at Pleasant Ridge. By 
establishing a common vocabulary among students, staff, and families, the program develops 
emotional self-awareness, self-management, and social-emotional growth. 
 
Playground Communication Boards 
Installs English and Spanish LAMP Words for Life communication boards on playgrounds across district 
elementary schools. The initiative ensures non-verbal students and those using AAC have continuous 
access to universal language support during outdoor play. 
 
Polar Education-Unite Heart Rate Watches 
Equips Glen Grove physical education classes with individual heart rate monitors and real-time display 
technology. Students track their effort during cardiovascular activities, learn target heart rate zones, and 
set personalized fitness goals. 
 
The Power of Circuits 
Upgrades physical education equipment at Springman with BOSU balls, aerobic bars, weighted ropes, 
and dumbbells. The dynamic equipment modernizes circuit training to promote long-term fitness habits 
and active student engagement. 
 
Instructional Life Skills Sensory Support 
Equips Glen Grove's Instructional Life Skills program with specialized movement and sensory 
regulation tools. Structured sensory routines improve daily engagement and functioning for students 
with sensory and developmental needs. 
 
Glen Grove Community Project & Diverse Cultural Celebrations 
Coordinates school-wide community events at Glen Grove celebrating the diverse cultures, customs, 
and traditions represented within the student body. Hands-on experiences and shared traditions foster 
an inclusive environment of mutual understanding and belonging. 
 
Buzz Garden 
Creates an interdisciplinary outdoor learning space at Hoffman that combines academic study, 
mindfulness, and environmental stewardship. Students participate in a school-wide inquiry project to 
design rainwater collection systems while caring for local plant life. 
 
Move, Connect, Wonder, Create, Relax – Let's Play 
Engages the Henking school community in a collaborative inquiry process to redesign outdoor campus 
play spaces. The project incorporates student-designed areas for creative play, outdoor learning, and 
positive social interaction. 
 
Aprendiendo Juntos – Learning Together 
A partnership program at Henking supporting Dual Language families with technology integration and 
academic readiness skills. Staff and families collaborate through hands-on workshops to strengthen 
home-school literacy and math connections. 
 

 



Books for All Readers 
Expands classroom libraries at Glen Grove with high-interest, accessible titles tailored for English 
Learners and students reading below grade level. Diverse reading selections support classroom units 
of study while building home reading habits. 
 
Communicating with our Diverse Community 
Provides 40 specialized live-interpretation devices to support Korean, Mongolian, and 
Spanish-speaking families across District 34, ensuring seamless communication during district events 
and meetings. 
 
Diverse Educators Collective Connections (DECC) 
Establishes a district-wide mentorship network connecting tenured educators of color with new 
teachers. The initiative builds community support to enhance recruitment, retention, and professional 
connection across District 34. 
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