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THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED OR PLEDGED
SUPPORT TO GEF IN THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

 
We have surpassed our 2020-2021 fundraising goal! Thank you District 34 families for your support and for
helping us to succeed in our mission to advance excellence across all District 34 schools.
 
And as always, we would also like to thank our generous Glenview community business sponsors listed below.
Please support them as well as our local community by shopping or donating whenever possible. 
 
GEF is also grateful to the District 34 teachers and administrators for keeping our kids engaged and learning
during though e-learning, hybrid and full days of school. We hope everyone has a wonderful, safe end of the
school year and summer vacation.
 

 
 

 

GEF BUSINESS
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

 
Next Chapter Properties has been
specializing in the development and
management of superior-quality
student apartment assets near major
universities for over 17 years.
 
And we’ve gone on to expand our



And we’ve gone on to expand our
expertise beyond the traditional walk-
up apartments. From three-story
buildings to 35-story towers and every
size in between, Next Chapter has the
versatility to deliver on any real estate
project and the reliability to
successfully manage them after
completion.
 
We aggressively pursue these
opportunities because of our collective
passion for the unique energy of the
off-campus experience and our desire
to help our residents make the most of
their experiences. 
 
Today, we continue to tap into that
energy with student properties
nationwide, giving our team an
unrivaled depth of experience in the
collegiate real estate market.
 
For more information please visit Next
Chapter Properties website at
www.nextchapterproperties.com
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR
2020-21 ANNUAL

BUSINESS SPONSORS
 

 
DOCTORATE LEVEL ($1500)

 

 

  
MASTERS LEVEL ($1000)

   

 

 

 
SCHOLAR LEVEL ($500)

 

     
 
 

 

 

GEF'S 1ST ANNUAL FAMILY
SCAVENGER HUNT WAS A SUCCESS!

 
On Saturday, May 15th, District 34 families raced around downtown
Glenview in our first-ever, socially distanced scavenger hunt. Sixty
families completed fun activities to win prizes and tasty treats. As you
can tell by the pictures above, a good time was had by all!
 
Please consider supporting our wonderful local business sponsors: 
MacPherson Westhoff Compass, Twelve Tone Music School and 
Wintrust! And the fun wouldn't have been possible without the 
additional scavenger hunt locations of The Laughing Academy, 
Blended Health & Smoothie Bar and Forza Meats.

 
2021 SCAVENGER HUNT EVENT SPONSOR

 

 
 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS:
 

 

     
 

 

GEF GRANT IN ACTION
 

COMPUTER ACCESS GRANT 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR STUDENTS

 
The Glenview Education Foundation awarded a Computer Access
Grant in the fall of 2019 to Erin Ross, the Assistive Technology
Facilitator for District 34. This grant benefits District 34 students with
physical challenges that require alternative access methods for using



 
Curious about sponsorship

opportunities?
We would love to talk to you!

 

 
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR
2020-21 DONORS

 
A special thank you goes out to

individuals and families who have
donated to this year's annual fund drive

 
Lifetime Educator ($25,000 or more)

Cless Family Foundation
 

Doctorate Level: $1500
Erica and Todd LeBlanc

Andy Glick and Tracey Kite
Dana and Jerry Palmer

Alex Kamilewicz and Debbie Plager 
Matthew and Rebecca Richards 

 
Masters Level: $1000

Gregory and Nicole Carlson
James and Natalie Carlson

Katie and Greg Hughes
Tom Klonecki and Lisa Durchin

The Koopersmith Family
Andrew and Celia Luett

Scott and Jennifer Nelson
Michelle and Don Rupprecht

Bhavin and Bharvi Shah
Andrew and Margo Webb

 
Bachelor Level: $750

Damon and Jennifer Havill
 

Scholar Level: $500
JJames and Bridget Baumstark

Becky and Mike Borree
Anne and Keith Burke
The Dickerson Family

Donner Family
Amy Downey and Phil Gartner

Steven and Kolla Fass
Jeff & Michelle Folkmann
Kristen and Michael Fox

Mitchell and Susan Garman
Amanda Gordon and Ben Kornblet

Brian & Catherine Gray
Adam and Dawn Hentze

Katie and Matt Jones
Cathy Kedjidjian 

Andrew and Amy Krauss
John & Whitney Langas
J.D. and Lisa Lathrop 
Simon and Audrey Lee

physical challenges that require alternative access methods for using
a computer or tablet. GEF provided the funds for a head mouse, eye
gaze, an iPad Pro, and supporting software to be used in assistive
technology evaluations. 

Using the purchased tools, our students are evaluated and matched to
the most beneficial technology for their needs. Using specialized
games, the students begin to learn to use the assistive technology
tool. It takes a lot of practice and time to develop the skills and
endurance to become a proficient user of these tools. 

Eventually, our students can apply their skills using assistive
technology to academic tasks assigned by their teachers. Learning
and using these specialized tools will allow district 34 students with
physical disabilities to access to computers without needing
assistance. For some, using assistive technology has enabled them to
produce digital art and type independently for the first time. The
technology allows our students to advance their independence and
give them more inclusive opportunities with their classmates. 

"The technology granted by the GEF to conduct alternative access
assessments for computers and tablets has leveled the playing
field for students with physical disabilities to be able to access the
curriculum independently without a scribe. For students with
physical disabilities to be able to access a computer and/or tablet
improves their quality of life now more than ever; for the following
reasons: to be able to stay connected in our virtual world, it allows
them to have computer skills to have a job one day and have the
chance to attend higher education independently." - Erin Ross,
Assistive Technology Facilitator for District 34

The Computer Access Grant has been a great success and the district
will be purchasing additional eye trackers, software, and other high-
tech tools to support assistive technology evaluations. The Computer
Access Grant is an example of how GEF’s incremental private funding
of grants will allow to allow our schools to remain on the cutting edge
of education. Please consider giving GEF your financial support so we
may continue our mission to fund successful grant-based initiatives.

 
Evi Karones, the Springman student pictured below, has worked so
hard and has become so proficient using her eye gaze tracker over
the last year that she will be given a special assistive technology
award! Congratulations Evi!
 

 

 



Simon and Audrey Lee
Megan and Scott McClung 

David and Elise McGee
The Mobleys

Julie & David Moon
The Niedermaier Family
Steve and Jami Podjasek

Brian and Vera Pollina
Tom & Hilary Pontarelli
William & Tracy Reeder

The Saltzmans
Rob and Debbie Sanders 

Jenny and Tim Scahill
Bhavin and Bharvi Shah

The Shellenbarger Family
Tom and Megan Spathis
Jori and Samuel Swartz

Richard Tilghman IV and Natalie Tilghman
Sara and Toby Veit

Andrew and Jennifer Weller
The Whitaker Family

Friend Level: $250
Diane and Brian Bilcer 

Garrett and Chris Bowhall 
Tara & Michael Call

 Dan and Meg Costigan
The Feezor Family

Steve and Chrissy Felton
Lindsay and Michael Ferber

The Hayes Family
The Dahlberg Family 

Dane Delli 
Cynthia and Jim Garcia
Susie and Mitch Garman
 Rachel & Garett Gilles

Maria and Scott Gordon 
Sunil & Priya Harjani 

Richard and Grace Huh 
Mary Ko 

Mike & Caryn Korman 
Amy & Mark Kwilosz 

The Levis Family
The Meder Family 

Fouzan and Naheed Memon 
Krista and Perry Moutzouros

Nnamdi and Kai Oputa 
Danielle and Jeremy Porte 

The Poticha Family
Nina and John Poulopoulos 
Jennifer and Geoff Preston
Jessica and Yan Pritzker
Buffy and Jason Sallee 

Douglas and Genevieve Schuberth
Ashish and Ujjaini Shah

 Kenneth and Julie Simon 
John and Julie Sisto 

David and Diane Stefani 
Chris and Tammy Stender
Greg and Kathy Sukenik

David Tojo and Catherine Russe 
Jill and Joe Wachter 

Vincent Wilk and Tanya Powell
 

 
GEF INDIVIDUAL DONOR
RECOGNITION LEVELS

Doctorate: $1500 | Masters: $1000 |
Bachelor: $750 |

Scholar: $500 | Friend: $250
 

Individuals that donate $250 or more to
GEF will receive special recognition in

the monthly newsletter and on our

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
SPRING GRANT RECIPIENTS!

 
Thank you to all District 34 educators for their participation in the
spring grant application process. GEF is proud to announce the
approval of the Middle School Maker Modules grant submitted by
David Ristow, Jeremy Fischer, Laura NeKola, and Mary Alonzi.
 
The Maker Modules grant will fund the completion of five Middle
School Maker Modules for Attea and Springman to teach engineering
skills, design thinking, and inquiry dispositions for students through the
8th grade. These 6-8 Maker Modules directly build upon the
foundational learning of the K-2 and 3-5 Maker Modules, generously
funded by the GEF in 2017, and strengthen the transition to STEM
opportunities provided by Glenbrook South High School.
 
To expand on the success of the Maker Modules at the primary and
intermediate schools in D34, this middle school update uses the same
core module topics  - Construction, Circuitry, and Robotics & Coding -
and adds two new modules that focus on real-world application and
impact: Digital Design & Production and Entrepreneurship. 

GEF is proud to support the funding of these additional STEM
materials for our District 34 schools. Our middle schoolers will use the
new supplies to help tackle question such as:  

How do we apply the laws of physics to the construction of
structures and objects? 
How do we apply our knowledge of circuits to solve authentic
everyday problems?
How do we use coding and robotics to create problem-solving
machines?
How can design principles and quality production enhance
communication?
How can the D34 inquiry process intersect with an entrepreneur
mindset?

Your financial support to GEF helps our schools to embrace flexible
learning models and remain on the cutting edge of education. Thank
you!
 

 
 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE GEF BOARD?
 

We are currently recruiting new members to the board starting in Fall 2021.
We could not succeed without the involvement of District 34 parents like
you!
 
If you are interested in additional information, please feel free to reach out
to Julie Moon at chair@gef34.org.
 






the monthly newsletter and on our
website: www.gef34.org. For additional
information, email us at info@gef.org.

 

 

Make a difference when shopping on
amazon. 

 
Choose GEF as your preferred charity

and shop for items on amazon to
generate donations for the Glenview

Education Foundation.
Thank you!

 

 
QUICK LINKS

 
GEF Website

District 34 Website
Contact Us

 
 

 

 

WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT WE DO

 
The Glenview Education Foundation, more commonly known as GEF, is a
non-profit, volunteer-driven fundraising organization of District 34 parents
who believe incremental private funding is critical for supporting a high
performing public school district. 
 
Since being established in 2001, GEF has invested more than
$2,000,000 to fund innovative and high impact pilot programs via educator
grants for ALL DISTRICT SCHOOLS!
 

 
 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR THE LATEST UPDATES,

PHOTOS AND EVENTS
 

   
 

Twitter: @GEF34
 

Facebook: facebook.com/GEF34
 
 
 


