For the 2025-26 school year, Glenview Education Foundation
proudly donated over $73,000 to District 34. Below is a summary
of the funded grants:
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CREATIVITY & INNOVATION

21st and 22nd Annual GEF Recital Nights

The GEF Recital Night creates an opportunity to guide our students through the process of preparing
for and presenting a performance. An integral part of becoming a well-rounded musician is learning to
perform as a soloist or a member of a small ensemble as well as a member of a large band, orchestra
or choir. Different from school music concerts, GEF Recital Night allows students more ownership
through the entire preparation and performance process.

Switch-its: Analyzing information

These dry erase cubes could be used for vocabulary review, modeling equations, classifying
information, making graphs, and a variety of other visual representations of content and vocabulary.
These allow students the ability to interact with each other, discuss topics, and figure out how to
organize the content into meaningful categories. It gives them the opportunity to use different modalities
of learning to help synthesize content material.

Physical Education Ninja Course

This grant brings a modular ninja/obstacle course to all K5 buildings in the district, giving students a
chance to climb, balance, leap, and problem-solve their way through physical challenges that standard
gymnastics equipment can't offer. The course is designed for all ability levels, so kids work at their own
pace and increase self-confidence by conquering challenges and creating opportunities for peer
encouragement and teamwork. The physical literacy students develop carries over to how they move
on the playground and in everyday life.

BELONGING & WELL-BEING

D34 Cultural Celebrations

The Celebracion de Cultura and Asian American Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander Heritage
Showcase are Cultural Celebration experiences that reflect and honor diverse cultural traditions in our
community. Through two signature events, participants will explore "windows, mirrors, and sliding glass
doors" into their neighbors' cultures and celebrations. These events create structured opportunities for
staff and parents to collaborate, building learning partnerships and engaging in culturally responsive
experiences that support students' academic and social-emotional growth. Students engage through
informational tables, performances, and hands-on activities (art, food, games, storytelling), reflecting on
their identities while learning about peers' cultures.



Learn to Ride for All

Through a previously funded GEF grant, the district has offered a Learn to Ride bike unit since 2014,
but the original equipment left some students without a way to fully participate. This grant expands on
that original grant. By adding balance/Strider bikes and adaptive equipment, every primary student will
be able to join the bike unit alongside their classmates, regardless of physical or developmental ability.
No one watches from the sidelines. PE teachers, the district APE teacher, and physical therapists all
work together to support students at whatever stage they're starting from. The equipment is built to last
across many school years, and the impact on kids' confidence and sense of belonging is immediate.

COLLABORATION & COMMUNITY

Recess Alternative Clubs

The Recess Alternative Clubs program gives 3rd—5th graders at Hoffman the chance to share
something they're genuinely good at, whether that's crochet, origami, cubing, or something else entirely,
by running their own peer-taught clubs during recess time. Kids who might not stand out in the
classroom get a real moment to shine as the expert.

Explore, Discover, Connect, Relax: A Living Mural at Henking

This program brings local, professional muralist Tanner Woodford into Henking to work alongside
students and the art teacher on a large mural in the school courtyard. Each cohort of students from
2026 through 2032 will add to it, painting elements, textures, and designs that reflect their own ideas
and experiences. By the time it's complete, every Henking student will have contributed something
permanent to their school. This is an investment in art, community, and the kind of belonging that sticks
with kids long after they've moved on to middle school.
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